
Black Bear

• Habitat: Forests

• Winter Adaptation: Eat a lot of food in the summer and fall 
to gain a lot of body fat, hibernate in dens



White-tailed Deer

• Habitat: Near forests and farmland

• Winter Adaptation: Store extra body fat in the fall; Grow 
thick coat of hair; live in larger groups; move to sheltered 
areas; eat white cedar, twigs, nuts, fruits, and corn



Great Blue Heron

• Habitat: Wetlands, lakeshores, riverbanks, streams, ponds

• Winter Adaptation: Migrate south to areas like Florida, the 
Gulf of Mexico, and Central and South America



Canada Goose

• Habitat: Near water - lakes, rivers, ponds; yards, farm fields

• Winter Adaptation: Gather in groups and migrate south; 
grow a layer of soft, fluffy, down feathers close to their skin



North American Beaver

• Habitat: Wetlands, lakeshores, ponds, riverbanks, streams; 
live with families in lodges made of logs, sticks, grass, moss, 
and mud

• Winter Adaptation: Store food in their lodges, put on body 
fat in the fall – mostly in their tail, have thick fur, lodges 
provide warm shelter



Eastern Gray Squirrel

• Habitat: Cities and towns, forests, parks

• Winter Adaptation: Eat a lot of food in the fall to gain body 
fat, move into dens and live with other squirrels to stay warm, 
do not leave the dens very often, store food for later by 
burying it in the ground



River Otter

• Habitat: Streams, lakes, rivers, wetlands

• Winter Adaptation: Grow a thick coat of fur, become more 
active during the day when it is warmer; stay near areas 
where the water on lakes, rivers, streams, or wetlands is not 
frozen so they can find food in the water



Mink Frog

• Habitat: Live in rivers and lakes with bog shorelines 

• Winter Adaptation: Hibernate underwater on top of the mud



Eastern Garter Snake

• Habitat: Live in woodlands, meadows, grassy areas; like to be 
near water

• Winter Adaptation: Hibernate in dens in large groups 
(sometimes with hundreds of other garter snakes)



Western Painted Turtle

• Habitat: Ponds, wetlands, lakes, and slow-moving rivers

• Winter Adaptation: Store body fat during late summer and 
fall; hibernate buried in the mud at the bottom of ponds, 
wetlands, lakes, and rivers



White Sucker

• Habitat: Lakes and streams from clean, stream-fed brooks to 
slow-moving, turbid (cloudy) rivers

• Winter Adaptation:  Migrate to warmer waters.  



Snowshoe Hare

• Habitat:  Forests, especially in thick, brushy undergrowth

• Winter Adaptation:  Fur color changes from brown to white 
and large feet so it can run quickly on top of snow
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